
Charts are an easy way to understand the data in your spreadsheet and can also be shared in a variety of 

ways. You can insert a chart onto a sheet, create a chart on a separate sheet, or save a chart as an 

image and insert it into a document. 

Create charts from spreadsheet data 

Charts are a convenient way to analyze spreadsheet data visually and come built-in to Google Sheets. 

There are eight standard types of charts to choose from: line, area, column, bar, scatter, pie, map, and 

trend. In addition, there are even more options to choose from under More in theChart Editor. 

 

To learn about different chart types, check out more at the Support Center. 

Data displayed in charts is selected from the spreadsheet and updated whenever the spreadsheet is 

modified. Charts can be used for lab reports or math with plotting points. Teachers can use them to make 

interactive practice for students. Other uses include charts for visualizing data in a statistics class, or 

when students are analyzing poll results to create infographics. 

To create a chart in your spreadsheet: 

1. From the Edit page of your spreadsheet, select the cells of data you would like to include in 

the chart. Note: It helps to label the data in your spreadsheet before creating a chart. For 

example, if you want to chart your expenses, you might have a row of numbers labeled 

'Rent' and another labeled 'Groceries'. Then you might label columns by month or week, etc. 

https://support.google.com/docs/topic/30240?hl=en


These labels will appear automatically in the window where you create and preview your 

chart. 

2.  

3. Go to the Insert menu and select Chart. 

4. The Chart Editor window appears. 

5. In the Data section, make sure the range of data is correct and specify if you want to switch 

rows/columns. 

6. You can even select multiple ranges. Note: If you included labels in your spreadsheet, you 

can specify that you want to use the second row and first column as labels. 

7.  

8. Under the Charts tab, select the type of chart you would like to create: Line, Area, Column, 

Bars,Scatter, etc. 



9.  

10. Under the Customize tab, enter information for your chart in the following fields: Title; 

Legend; Background, etc. Your fields will vary based on the type of chart you select. 

11. Finally, specify other features and styles of chart components. 



12.  

13. Preview your chart and edit as necessary. 

14. Click Insert. 

15. The chart will appear in the spreadsheet. 

Chart multiple ranges 

In charts, you are able to graph multiple ranges. For example, this chart depicts time vs. distanced 

traveled for a train, car, cheetah, and human. 

 

You can add extra ranges by clicking on Select ranges and add another range. You can also manually 

add new ranges separated by commas like “Charts!B5:B12, Charts!D5:D12, Charts!F5:F12.” 



 

In this example, here is what the chart with the above data selected looks like. 

 

 


